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(c) The Deputy Administrator or the 
Deputy Administrator’s designee will 
base the determination on appeal upon 
information contained in the adminis-
trative record and will endeavor to 
make a determination within 60 days 
after submission of the appeal, hearing, 
or receipt of any transcript, whichever 
is later. The determination of the Dep-
uty Administrator will be the final de-
termination of FAS. The Recipient 
must exhaust all administrative rem-
edies contained in this section before 
pursuing judicial review of a deter-
mination by the Deputy Adminis-
trator. 

§ 1486.506 When will a project be re-
viewed? 

Any project or activity funded under 
the program is subject to review or 
audit at any time during the course of 
implementation or after the comple-
tion of the project. 

§ 1486.507 What is the effect of failing 
to make required contributions? 

A Recipient’s contribution require-
ment is specified in the project agree-
ment. If a Recipient fails to contribute 
the total specified in the agreement, 
the difference between the amount con-
tributed and the total must be repaid 
to the CCC in U.S. dollars. If a Recipi-
ent is reimbursed by CCC for less than 
the amount of funds approved in the 
agreement, then the final cost share 
shall equal, on a percentage basis, the 
original ratio of private contributions 
to the authorized EMP funding level. 

§ 1486.508 How long must Recipients 
maintain original project records? 

Each Recipient shall maintain all 
original records and documents relat-
ing to the project for 3 calendar years 
following the end of the project’s com-
pletion. All documents and records re-
lated to the project, including records 
pertaining to contractors, shall be 
made available upon request. 

§ 1486.509 Are Recipients allowed to 
charge fees for specific activities in 
approved projects? 

Reasonable activity fees or registra-
tion fees, if identified as such in a 
project budget, may be charged for 
projects approved for program funding. 

Income or refunds generated from an 
activity, however, for which the ex-
penditures have been wholly or par-
tially reimbursed, shall be repaid by 
submitting a check payable to CCC or 
offsetting the Recipient’s reimburse-
ment claim. Any activity fees charged 
must be used to offset activity ex-
penses. Such fees may not be used as 
profit or counted as cost-share. The in-
tent to charge a fee must be part of the 
original proposal, along with an expla-
nation of how such fees are to be used. 

§ 1486.510 What is the policy regarding 
disclosure of program information? 

(a) Documents submitted to CCC by 
Recipients are subject to the provisions 
of the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552, 7 CFR Part 1, Sub-
part A—Official Records, and specifi-
cally 7 CFR 1.11, Handling Information 
from a Private Business. 

(b) Progress reports, final perform-
ance reports, and the results of any re-
search or other activity conducted by a 
Recipient under an agreement, shall be 
the property of the U.S. Government. 

§ 1486.511 What is the general policy 
regarding ethical conduct? 

(a) The Recipient shall maintain 
written standards of conduct governing 
the performance of its employees en-
gaged in the award and administration 
of contracts. No employee, officer, or 
agent shall participate in the selection, 
award, or administration of a contract 
supported by Federal funds if a real or 
apparent conflict of interest would be 
involved. Such a conflict would arise 
when the employee, officer, or agent 
and any member of his or her imme-
diate family, his or her partner, or an 
entity which employs or is about to 
employ any of the parties indicated 
herein, has a financial or other interest 
in the firm selected for an award. The 
officers, employees, and agents of the 
Recipient shall neither solicit nor ac-
cept gratuities, favors, or anything of 
monetary value from contractors, or 
parties to sub-agreements. However, 
Recipients may set standards for situa-
tions in which the financial interest is 
not substantial or the gift is an unso-
licited item of nominal value. The 
standards of conduct shall provide for 
disciplinary actions to be applied for 
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violations of such standards by offi-
cers, employees, or agents of the Re-
cipient. 

(b) A Recipient shall conduct its 
business in accordance with the laws 
and regulations of the country in 
which an activity is carried out. 

§ 1486.512 Has the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget reviewed the pa-
perwork and record keeping re-
quirements contained in this part? 

The paperwork and record keeping 
requirements imposed by this part 
have been submitted to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for re-
view and under the Paperwork Reduc-
tion Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). 
OMB has assigned control number 0551– 
0043 for this information collection. 

PART 1487—TECHNICAL ASSIST-
ANCE FOR SPECIALTY CROPS 

Sec. 
1487.1 What special definitions apply to the 

TASC program? 
1487.2 What is the TASC program? 
1487.3 What activities are eligible? 
1487.4 Are there any limits on the scope of 

proposals? 
1487.5 What is the process for submitting 

proposals? 
1487.6 What are the criteria for evaluating 

proposals? 
1487.7 How are agreements formalized? 
1487.8 How are payments made? 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 3205 of Pub. L. 107–171. 

SOURCE: 67 FR 57327, Sept. 10, 2002, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1487.1 What special definitions apply 
to the TASC program? 

For purposes of this part, the fol-
lowing definitions apply: 

CCC—Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion. 

Eligible Organization—Any U.S. orga-
nization, including, but not limited to, 
U.S. government agencies, State gov-
ernment agencies, non-profit trade as-
sociations, universities, agricultural 
cooperatives, and private companies. 

FAS—Foreign Agricultural Service, 
United States Department of Agri-
culture. 

Participant—An entity which has en-
tered into a TASC agreement with the 
CCC. 

Specialty crop—all cultivated plants, 
or the products thereof, produced in 
the United States, except wheat, feed 
grains, oilseeds, cotton, rice, peanuts, 
sugar, and tobacco. 

TASC—Technical Assistance for Spe-
cialty Crops. 

United States—the fifty states, the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

[67 FR 57327, Sept. 10, 2002, as amended at 68 
FR 42564, July 18, 2003] 

§ 1487.2 What is the TASC program? 
Under the TASC program, CCC, an 

agency and instrumentality of the 
United States within the Department 
of Agriculture, provides funds to eligi-
ble organizations, on a grant basis, to 
implement activities that are intended 
to address a sanitary, phytosanitary, 
or related technical barrier that pro-
hibit or threaten the export of U.S. 
specialty crops that are currently 
available on a commercial basis. The 
TASC program is intended to benefit 
the represented industry rather than a 
specific company or brand. This pro-
gram is administered by FAS. 

§ 1487.3 What activities are eligible? 
(a) General. In order to be eligible for 

funding under the TASC program, ac-
tivities must address sanitary, 
phytosanitary, or technical barriers to 
export of specialty crops. Examples of 
expenses that CCC may agree to cover 
under the TASC program include, but 
are not limited to: initial pre-clearance 
programs, export protocol and work 
plan support, seminars and workshops, 
study tours, field surveys, development 
of pest lists, pest and disease research, 
database development, reasonable 
logistical and administrative support, 
and travel and per diem expenses. 

(b) Location of activities. Eligible 
projects may take place in the United 
States or abroad. 

§ 1487.4 Are there any limits on the 
scope of proposals? 

(a) Funding cap. Proposals which re-
quest more than $500,000 of CCC fund-
ing in a given year will not be consid-
ered. 

(b) Length of activities. Funding will 
not be provided for projects that have 
received TASC funding for 5 years. The 
5 years do not need to be consecutive. 
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(c) Target countries. Proposals may 
target all eligible export markets, in-
cluding single countries or reasonable 
regional groupings of countries. 

(d) Multiple proposals. Applicants may 
submit multiple proposals, but no par-
ticipant may have more than five ap-
proved projects underway at any given 
time. 

[74 FR 22090, May 12, 2009] 

§ 1487.5 What is the process for sub-
mitting proposals? 

(a) General. Periodically the CCC will 
inform the public of the process by 
which interested eligible organizations 
may submit proposals for TASC pro-
gram funding. This announcement will, 
among other things, include informa-
tion on any deadlines for submitting 
proposals and the address of the office 
to which the proposals should be sent. 
The CCC also may announce the avail-
ability of a Quick Response Fund with-
in the TASC program. Proposals sub-
mitted under any form of quick re-
sponse process may be submitted at 
any time during the year but must 
meet the basic requirements of the pro-
gram and any specific requirements of 
that particular process. Organizations 
interested in participating in the TASC 
program may submit their proposals 
electronically or in paper copy. Al-
though no specific format is required, a 
sample format for proposals is avail-
able from the address provided in this 
rule. 

(b) Contents of proposals. TASC pro-
posals must contain complete informa-
tion about the proposed projects, in-
cluding, at a minimum, the following: 

(1) Organizational information, in-
cluding: 

(i) Organization’s name, address, 
Chief Executive Officer (or designee), 
and Federal Tax Identification Number 
(TIN); 

(ii) Type of organization; 
(iii) Name, telephone number, fax 

number, and e-mail address of the pri-
mary contact person; 

(iv) A description of the organization 
and its membership; and 

(v) A description of the organiza-
tion’s experience in technical assist-
ance projects, including activities in-
volved and project results. 

(2) Project information, including: 

(i) A brief project title; 
(ii) The amount of funding requested 

and a justification for why federal 
funding is needed; 

(iii) Beginning and ending dates for 
the proposed project; 

(iv) A market assessment, including 
a brief description of the specific ex-
port barrier to be addressed by the 
project; 

(v) The goals of the project, and the 
expected benefits to the represented in-
dustry; 

(vi) A description of the activities 
planned to address the export barrier; 

(vii) An itemized list of all estimated 
costs associated with the project for 
which reimbursement will be sought; 
and 

(viii) Information indicating all fi-
nancial and in-kind support to the pro-
posed project, and the resources to be 
contributed by each entity that will 
contribute to the project’s implemen-
tation. This may include the organiza-
tion that submitted the proposal, pri-
vate industry entities, host govern-
ments, foreign third parties, CCC, FAS, 
or other Federal agencies. Support may 
include cash, goods, and services. Al-
though highly encouraged, financial 
support from the participant is not re-
quired. 

(3) Export information, including: 
(i) Performance measures for three 

years, beginning with the year that the 
project would begin, which will be used 
to measure the effectiveness of the 
project; 

(ii) A benchmark performance meas-
ure for the year prior to the year that 
the project would begin; and 

(iii) The viability of long-term sales 
to this market. 

[67 FR 57327, Sept. 10, 2002, as amended at 68 
FR 44564, July 18, 2003] 

§ 1487.6 What are the criteria for eval-
uating proposals? 

(a) Evaluation criteria. FAS will use 
the following criteria in evaluating 
proposals: 

(1) The nature of the specific export 
barrier and the extent to which the 
proposal is likely to successfully re-
move, resolve, or mitigate that barrier; 

(2) The potential trade impact of the 
proposed project on market retention, 
market access, and market expansion, 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 08:33 Feb 22, 2010 Jkt 220021 PO 00000 Frm 00815 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\220021.XXX 220021er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



806 

7 CFR Ch. XIV (1–1–10 Edition) § 1487.7 

including the potential for expanding 
commercial sales in the targeted mar-
ket; 

(3) The completeness and viability of 
the proposal; 

(4) The ability of the organization to 
provide an experienced staff with the 
requisite technical and trade experi-
ence to execute the proposal; 

(5) The extent to which the proposal 
is targeted to a market in which the 
United States is generally competitive; 

(6) The cost of the project and the 
amount of other resources dedicated to 
the project, including cash and goods 
and services of the U.S. industry and 
foreign third parties; 

(7) The degree to which time is essen-
tial to addressing specific export bar-
riers; 

(8) In cases where the CCC receives 
multiple proposals from different appli-
cants which address essentially the 
same barrier, the nature of the appli-
cant organization will be taken into 
consideration, with a greater weight 
given to those organizations with the 
broadest base of producer representa-
tion. 

(b) Evaluation process. FAS will re-
view all proposals for eligibility and 
completeness and will evaluate each 
proposal against the factors described 
in paragraph (a) of this section. The 
purpose of this review is to identify 
meritorious proposals, recommend an 
appropriate funding level for each pro-
posal, and submit the proposals and 
funding recommendations to appro-
priate officials within FAS for deci-
sion. FAS may, when appropriate to 
the subject matter of the proposal, re-
quest the assistance of other U.S. gov-
ernment experts in evaluating the mer-
its of a proposal. 

[67 FR 57327, Sept. 10, 2002, as amended at 68 
FR 42564, July 18, 2003; 74 FR 22090, May 12, 
2009] 

§ 1487.7 How are agreements formal-
ized? 

Following the approval of a proposal, 
the CCC will enter into a written 
agreement with the organization that 
submitted the proposal. This program 
agreement will incorporate the pro-
posal as approved by the FAS, include 
a maximum dollar amount that may be 
reimbursed (the funding level), and 

identify terms and conditions under 
which the CCC will reimburse certain 
costs of the project. Program agree-
ments also will outline any specific re-
sponsibilities of the participant, in-
cluding, but not limited to, the timely 
and effective implementation of pro-
gram activities and the submission of a 
written report(s), on no less than an 
annual basis, which evaluates the 
TASC project using the performance 
measures presented in the approved 
proposal. 

[68 FR 42564, July 18, 2003] 

§ 1487.8 How are payments made? 
(a) Reimbursement. (1) Following the 

implementation of a project for which 
the CCC has agreed to provide funding, 
a participant may submit claims for re-
imbursement of eligible expenses to 
the extent that the CCC has agreed to 
pay such expenses. Any changes to ap-
proved activities must be approved in 
writing by the FAS before any reim-
bursable expenses associated with the 
change can be incurred. A participant 
will be reimbursed after the CCC re-
views the claim and determines that it 
is complete. 

(2) All claims for reimbursement 
must be received no later than 90 cal-
endar days following the expiration or 
termination date of the program agree-
ment. For program agreements which 
extend beyond twelve months, all 
claims for reimbursement must be re-
ceived no later than 90 calendar days 
following the next anniversary of the 
effective date of the agreement. 

(3) Participants shall maintain com-
plete records of all program expendi-
tures, identified by TASC agreement 
number, program year, country or re-
gion, activity number and cost cat-
egory. Such records shall be accom-
panied by original documentation 
which supports the expenditure and 
shall be made available to the FAS 
upon request. 

(4) Participants shall maintain all 
records and documents relating to 
TASC projects, including the original 
documentation which supports reim-
bursement claims, for a period of 3 cal-
endar years following the expiration or 
termination date of the program agree-
ment. Such records and documents will 
be subject to verification by FAS and 
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